Pulmonary eosinophilia after substitution of aerosol for oral corticosteroid therapy.
Three patients with chronic asthma developed pulmonary eosinophilia while oral prednisolone was being withdrawn after the introduction of treatment with beclomethasone dipropionate aerosol. These observations suggest that the development of pulmonary eosinophilia in patients with chronic asthma can be prevented by the systemic administration of corticosteroids, but not by a corticosteroid aerosol given by inhalation. It is considered that radiological examination of the chest should be carried out at frequent intervals during and for a few months after the substitution of corticosteroid aerosol therapy for oral corticosteroid therapy in order to ensure that those patients who are liable to develop pulmonary eosinophilia will be identified at an early stage. These precautions are even more essential when there is a previous history of pulmonary eosinophilia.